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In the annals of American history, the Battle of Little Bighorn stands as a
pivotal event that forever altered the course of the nation. The encounter
between General George Armstrong Custer's 7th Cavalry and the
combined forces of Lakota, Northern Cheyenne, and Arapaho warriors on
June 25th, 1876, left an enduring legacy of heroism, tragedy, and enduring
debate.

To unravel the complexities of this momentous clash, we turn to the
seminal work of Evan S. Connell, "Custer and the Little Bighorn." First
published in 1984, this meticulously researched and gripping narrative has
become a touchstone for understanding the battle and its profound
implications.

Unveiling the Characters: A Tapestry of Personalities

Connell's account goes beyond a mere chronicle of events, delving into the
hearts and minds of the key players. From the enigmatic and ambitious
General Custer to the valiant Lakota war leaders such as Crazy Horse and
Sitting Bull, each figure is brought to life with vivid detail.

Custer emerges as a complex and polarizing figure, driven by a restless
thirst for glory and a profound belief in the righteousness of his cause.
Connell deftly explores the motivations and vulnerabilities of both the
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military leaders and the Lakota warriors, providing a nuanced
understanding of their perspectives and aspirations.

Battlefield Tactics: Unraveling the Military Strategies

"Custer and the Little Bighorn" meticulously examines the military
strategies employed by both sides during the battle. Connell's analysis of
the terrain, troop movements, and tactical decisions offers invaluable
insights into the unfolding events.

The Lakota's masterful use of guerrilla warfare tactics, their intimate
knowledge of the landscape, and their superior numbers proved to be
formidable challenges for Custer's cavalry. Connell provides a clear and
engaging account of the ebb and flow of the battle, highlighting the critical
turning points and strategic blunders.

Echoes Through Time: The Legacy of Little Bighorn

Beyond its gripping narrative, "Custer and the Little Bighorn" also explores
the profound legacy of the battle.Connell discusses the long-lasting impact
on Native American-White relations, the mythologizing of Custer, and the
ongoing debates surrounding the historical interpretation of the event.

Connell's work invites us to grapple with the complexities of this tragic
chapter in American history. He challenges simplistic narratives and
encourages a deeper understanding of the motivations, perspectives, and
consequences that shaped the Battle of Little Bighorn.

Critical Acclaim and Literary Merit

"Custer and the Little Bighorn" has garnered widespread critical acclaim for
its literary merit and historical accuracy. Renowned historians have praised



Connell's rigorous research and ability to weave a compelling narrative that
is both informative and emotionally resonant.

The book's clear and engaging writing style makes it accessible to a wide
range of readers, from history enthusiasts to students and general
audiences alike. Connell's evocative prose and attention to detail transport
readers back in time, immersing them in the drama and tragedy of the
Battle of Little Bighorn.

: A Timeless Tale of History and Remembrance

"Custer and the Little Bighorn" stands as a testament to the power of
historical narrative. Through meticulous research, vivid storytelling, and
thoughtful analysis, Evan S. Connell has crafted a seminal work that
continues to resonate with readers today.

This book is not merely a recounting of a historical event but an invitation to
delve deeper into the complexities of American history, the clash of
cultures, and the enduring legacy of a pivotal battle that shaped the destiny
of both the United States and its indigenous peoples.
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