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Orson Scott Card's Speaker for the Dead is a thought-provoking and
emotionally resonant novel that explores the complexities of xenophobia,
empathy, and the human condition. This study guide is designed to help
you delve deeper into the novel's themes, characters, and symbolism,
enhancing your understanding and appreciation of this classic work of
science fiction.

Summary

Speaker for the Dead is the sequel to Card's acclaimed novel Ender's
Game. It follows the story of Ender Wiggin, the hero of the first novel, who
is now an adult and has become a respected xenobiologist. Ender is sent
to the planet Lusitania to communicate with the pig-like alien species
known as the pequeninos. However, Ender soon discovers that the
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pequeninos are not as simple as they seem, and that they have a complex
and tragic history with humanity.

As Ender learns more about the pequeninos, he begins to question his own
beliefs about the human race and its place in the universe. He comes to
realize that humans are not the only intelligent species, and that they must
learn to coexist with other species in peace.

Characters

Ender Wiggin

Ender Wiggin is the protagonist of Speaker for the Dead. He is a brilliant
and compassionate man who is deeply committed to understanding other
species. Ender's experiences on Lusitania force him to confront his own
prejudices and to question the assumptions he has made about the human
race.



Jane

Jane is a pequenino who becomes Ender's friend and teacher. She is a
wise and compassionate woman who helps Ender to understand the
pequeninos' culture and history. Jane's friendship with Ender is a powerful
example of the possibility for peace and understanding between different
species.
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Peter Wiggin

Peter Wiggin is Ender's older brother. He is a charismatic and ambitious
man who is determined to make a name for himself. Peter's relationship
with Ender is complex and often strained. However, Peter eventually comes
to respect Ender's compassion and wisdom.
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Themes

Xenophobia

Xenophobia is a major theme in Speaker for the Dead. The novel explores
the fear and hatred of strangers and outsiders. Ender's experiences on
Lusitania force him to confront his own xenophobia and to question the
assumptions he has made about other species.
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Empathy

Empathy is another major theme in Speaker for the Dead. The novel
explores the ability to understand and share the feelings of others. Ender's
friendship with Jane is a powerful example of empathy. Ender's ability to
empathize with the pequeninos helps him to understand their culture and
history and to work towards peace between humans and pequeninos.

The Human Condition

Speaker for the Dead also explores the human condition. The novel asks
questions about what it means to be human and what our place is in the
universe. Ender's experiences on Lusitania force him to confront the
limitations of human knowledge and understanding. However, Ender also
comes to realize that humans have the capacity for great love, compassion,
and understanding.

Symbolism

The Pequeninos

The pequeninos are a symbol of the Other. They are a species that is
different from humans in many ways. However, Ender comes to realize that
the pequeninos are just as intelligent and compassionate as humans. The
pequeninos represent the possibility for peace and understanding between
different species.

The River

The river is a symbol of life and death. The river flows through the
pequenino village and is a source of life for the pequeninos. However, the
river also represents the death of the pequeninos' culture and history.



Ender's journey up the river is a journey into the past and into the heart of
the pequeninos' tragedy.

Speaker for the Dead is a powerful and moving novel that explores the
complexities of xenophobia, empathy, and the human condition. The
novel's characters are well-developed and relatable, and its themes are
timeless and relevant.
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