
The Importance of Charles De Gaulle: A Giant
of 20th-Century Politics
Charles de Gaulle was one of the most important and influential figures in
20th-century politics. He led France to victory in World War II, founded the
Fifth Republic, and played a major role in the development of the European
Union.

De Gaulle was born in Lille, France, in 1890. He graduated from the École
Militaire de Saint-Cyr in 1912 and served in the French army during World
War I. He was captured by the Germans in 1916 and spent the rest of the
war in a prisoner-of-war camp.
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After the war, de Gaulle continued to serve in the army. He rose through
the ranks quickly and became a general in 1937. In 1940, he was
appointed undersecretary of war in the French government. When France
was invaded by Germany in 1940, de Gaulle escaped to England and
organized the Free French Forces.
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De Gaulle led the Free French Forces to victory in World War II. He
returned to France in 1944 and became president of the Provisional
Government of the French Republic. In 1946, he was elected president of
the Fourth Republic. However, he resigned in 1949 due to disagreements
with the French parliament.

In 1958, de Gaulle was called back to power by the French government. He
founded the Fifth Republic and became its first president. He served as
president until 1969. During his presidency, he oversaw the decolonization
of France's African colonies, the development of the French nuclear
program, and the creation of the European Union.

De Gaulle died in Colombey-les-Deux-Églises, France, in 1970. He is
considered one of the most important and influential figures in 20th-century
politics.

De Gaulle's Legacy

De Gaulle's legacy is complex and controversial. He is admired by some
for his leadership during World War II and for his role in the development of
the European Union. However, he is also criticized for his authoritarian
tendencies and for his handling of the Algerian War.

Despite the controversy, there is no doubt that de Gaulle was a giant of
20th-century politics. He was a charismatic leader who inspired the French
people to greatness. He also played a major role in shaping the world we
live in today.

Charles de Gaulle was one of the most important and influential figures in
20th-century politics. He led France to victory in World War II, founded the



Fifth Republic, and played a major role in the development of the European
Union. His legacy is complex and controversial, but there is no doubt that
he was a giant of 20th-century politics.
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