The True Story of the Italian War in Abyssinia

The ltalian War in Abyssinia (1935-1936) was a pivotal conflict in the history

of both Italy and Ethiopia. The war began as an attempt by ltaly to expand
its colonial empire in Africa, but quickly escalated into a full-scale invasion
of Ethiopia. The war had a devastating impact on both countries, and
helped to set the stage for World War I1.

Causes of the War

The Italian War in Abyssinia was the culmination of a long history of tension
between ltaly and Ethiopia. ltaly had been interested in acquiring Ethiopia
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as a colony since the late 19th century, but its efforts had been repeatedly
rebuffed by the Ethiopian government. In 1934, ltaly's fascist dictator Benito
Mussolini decided to invade Ethiopia in Free Download to boost his
popularity at home and to secure a new source of raw materials for Italy's
growing economy.
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The Invasion

The ltalian invasion of Ethiopia began on October 3, 1935. The Italian army
was far superior to the Ethiopian army in terms of weapons and training,
and quickly overwhelmed Ethiopian resistance. By the end of 1935, ltaly
had occupied most of Ethiopia's major cities.

The Ethiopian Resistance

Despite the overwhelming odds, the Ethiopian army refused to surrender.
Led by Emperor Haile Selassie, the Ethiopians waged a guerrilla war
against the Italians. The Ethiopians used their knowledge of the terrain to
their advantage, and inflicted heavy casualties on the Italian army.
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The Battle of Adwa

The Battle of Adwa was a major turning point in the war. On March 1, 1936,
the Ethiopian army defeated the Italian army at Adwa. The victory at Adwa
was a major boost to Ethiopian morale, and helped to convince the world
that Ethiopia could not be defeated.

The Aftermath of the War

The Italian War in Abyssinia ended with the signing of the Treaty of Addis
Ababa on May 9, 1936. The treaty gave Italy control over Ethiopia, but the
Ethiopians never accepted the treaty and continued to resist Italian rule.
The war had a devastating impact on both countries. ltaly lost thousands of
soldiers and spent billions of dollars on the war effort. Ethiopia lost
hundreds of thousands of people and saw its economy and infrastructure
destroyed.

The Legacy of the War

The Italian War in Abyssinia had a profound impact on the history of Africa
and the world. The war exposed the weakness of the League of Nations
and helped to set the stage for World War Il. The war also had a lasting
impact on Ethiopia. The country was forced to endure decades of Italian
occupation and was not fully independent until 1941.

The ltalian War in Abyssinia was a complex and tragic conflict. The war had
a devastating impact on both countries and helped to shape the course of
20th century history.

Additional Resources



* The Abyssinian Crisis by Anthony Mockler * The Ethiopian War by lan
Kershaw * The Battle of Adwa by Richard Pankhurst
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